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ABSTRACT 
Simple cells found in primary visual cortex are orientation 
selective. It has been experimentally found that they acquire 
this property with time i.e. learning of orientation selectivity 
takes place. Many computational models have been proposed 
for the development of orientation selectivity. Most of the 
models proposed so far are either abstract in nature or are 
very simplified version of actual learning mechanism. In this 
work we propose a model for development of orientation 

selectivity based on spike timing dependent plasticity 
(STDP), which till now is considered to be the actual 
learning mechanism adopted by neural circuits. We could 
obtain elongated segregated receptive field structure thus 
giving simple cells the property of orientation selectivity. 
We also observe that input activity plays a major role in the 
development of orientation selectivity, too much or too less a 
correlation between the inputs activities do not result in the 
formation of segregated ON and OFF regions in the RF 

structure [1]. There is also a need of normalization for the 
development of orientation selectivity.  

Keywords 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The brain is complex network of neurons with 
interconnections. The visual cortex of the brain is that part of 
the cerebral cortex responsible for processing visual 
information. The average number of neurons in the adult 

human primary visual cortex, in each hemisphere, has been 
estimated at around 140 million [2]. The scientists are trying 
to simulate and understanding of the brain functions with the 
computation of different theories i.e. Hebbian[3], STDP[4] 
and BCM[5] learning rules. 

The image captured by each eye is transmitted to the brain 
by optic nerves. These nerves terminate on the cells of the 
Lateral Geniculate Nucleus (LGN), the first relay in brain 

visual pathway. The cells of LGN then project to the primary 
visual cortex. It is in the primary visual cortex that brain 
begins to construct the image.  

The scientists has been invented some computational 
learning method to develop the receptive fields to simulate 
primary visual cortex. In this paper, we take STDP method 
to develop the receptive field in primary visual cortex[6]. We 
also extend the effect of normalization for STDP to the 

analysis of ON-center and OFF-center LGN cells, and 
investigate whether normalization effects for the segregation 
of the ON/OFF subfields[1]. The effect of correlation factor 
is also analyzed for the input activity. The activities at time t 
of the ON type and OFF type LGN cells at location i with 
appropriate correlations were generated as given in Goodhill 
1993[7]. 

1.1 Synaptic Plasticity 
Synaptic plasticity [5,8] is the ability of the connection, or 
synapse between two neurons to change in strength in 
response to either use or disuse of transmission over synaptic 
pathways . Plastic change also results from the alteration of 
the number of receptors located on a synapse. There are 
several underlying mechanisms that cooperate to achieve 
synaptic plasticity, including changes in the quantity of 
neurotransmitters released into a synapse and changes in 

how effectively cells respond to those neurotransmitters. 
Synaptic plasticity[9] in both excitatory and inhibitory 
synapses has been found to be dependent upon calcium. 
Since memories are postulated to be represented by vastly 
interconnected networks of synapses in the brain, synaptic 
plasticity is one of the important neurochemical foundations 
of learning and memory. 

1.2 Synaptic Strength 
The strength of a synapse is defined by the change in 
transmembrane potential resulting from activation of the 
postsynaptic neurotransmitter receptors. This change in 
voltage is known as a postsynaptic potential, and is a direct 
result of ionic currents flowing through the postsynaptic ion 
channels. Changes in synaptic strength[10] can be short–

term and without permanent structural changes in the 
neurons themselves, lasting seconds to minutes or long-term 
(long-term potentiating, or LTP), in which repeated or 
continuous synaptic activation can result in second 
messenger molecules initiating protein synthesis, resulting in 
alteration of the structure of the synapse itself. Learning and 
memory are believed to result from long-term changes in 
synaptic strength, via a mechanism known as synaptic 

plasticity. 

1.3 SPIKE TIME DEPENDENT 

PLASTICITY (STDP) 
Spike Timing Dependent Plasticity (STDP)[4,11] is a 
biological process that adjusts the strength of connections 
between neurons in the brain. The process adjusts the 
connection strengths based on the relative timing of a 
particular neuron's output and input action potentials (or 
spikes). The STDP process is a tentative candidate for a 
hypothesis that fully explains the development of an 

individual's brain. 
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Under the STDP process, if an input spike to a neuron tends, 
on average, to occur immediately before that neuron's output 
spike, then that particular input is made somewhat stronger. 
If an input spike tends, on average, to occur immediately 
after an output spike, then that particular input is made 
somewhat weaker hence it is: "Spike-Timing-Dependent 
Plasticity". Thus, inputs that might be causing the spiking of 
the neuron are made even more likely to contribute in the 

future, while inputs that are not causing the neuron to spike 
are made less likely to contribute in the future. The process 
continues until subsets of the initial set of connections 
remain, while the influence of all others is reduced to 0. 
Since a neuron produces an output spike when many of its 
inputs occur within a brief period the subset of inputs that 
remain are those that tended to be correlated in time. In 
addition, since the inputs that occur before the output are 

strengthened, the inputs that provide the earliest indication of 
correlation will eventually become the final input to the 
neuron. Although the process occurs throughout the brain, its 
implementation is achieved at the level of individual 
neurons, and there is no need for any central oversight. 

1.4 Weight Normalization 
Weight normalization refers to a procedure whereby some 
measure of the total synaptic weight onto the recipient 
neuron is used to limit the growth of the synaptic weights. 
There are two ways to normalize the synaptic weights: (i) 
subtractive normalization and (ii) multiplicative 
normalization[12]. The implementation of the weight 
normalization is explained in method and material. 

Hebb’s theoretical considerations[3] and neurocomputational 
models proposed the idea that memories could be encoded in 
neural networks by changes in synaptic strength. At present, 
there are robust connectionist models that support this 
idea[10]. Exploring neurobiological data corresponding to 

this hypothesis started when Bliss and Lomo (1973) 
discovered long-term potentiating (long-lasting form of 
synaptic plasticity) in hippocampus[13,14]. 
 

2. MATERIAL AND METHODS 
We take simple neuron in the primary visual cortex receiving 
input from the 13x13 ON/OFF LGN[1]. Both ON/OFF 
activity are generated by the random numbers. Various 

theoretical ideas have been proposed to account for the 
manner in which this subfield segregation develops. In 1962, 
Hubel and Wiesel had suggested that simple cells in primary 
visual cortex acquire the property of orientation selectivity 
due to the structure of their receptive field (RF)[6]. The RF 
structure of these cells is composed of segregated elongated 
ON/OFF subfields. They suggested that the ON subfield of a 
RF is formed due to the convergence of inputs from several 

ON center relay cells all having their RF centers lying along 
the axis of the subfield. Similarly, an OFF subfield is formed 
due to the convergence of inputs from several OFF center 
cells arranged in a similar fashion at an adjacent location 
[15,16]. 

In this paper we have chosen to model the spatial properties 
of the retinal preprocessing by convolving the input activities 
with Difference of Gaussian (DOG) filter.  The nature uses 

the Difference of Gaussian as the basis for the architecture of 
the retina’s visual receptive field. The retina actually 
implements DOG band pass filters at several spatial 
frequencies. First, we stored the input activity in form of an 
array and this activity is used for STDP method.  

3. ARCHITECTURE OF MODEL 
In this subsection, the basic architecture of the model is 
described. In our simulation of the receptive field 
development of simple cells in visual cortex, the neuron 
receives inputs from two channels, one corresponds to ON-
center lateral geniculate cells, and the other to OFF-center 
cells. The two pathways that are ON and OFF cells do not 
interact at the level of LGN but converge in the cortex. . 

For the development of thalamocortical connections we 
assume a two layer structure as shown in the figure 1. The 
output layer composed of a simple cortical cell, which 
represent cell of layer IV C of cat primary visual cortex [16, 
17]. The input layer, which represents the corresponding 
LGN layer, is subdivided into two dimensional sheets. One 
sheet labeled “ON” consisting of ON-type LGN cells and 
other sheet labeled “OFF” consisting of OFF type-LGN 
cells. 

Each LGN cell is constructed to always arborize over a 
fixed, topographically appropriate circular patch of cortical 
cell with diameter of 13 grid unit. Also, in the beginning the 
cortical cell is connected to both types of all the LGN cells 
lying in topographically appropriate circular region in the 
LGN layer. For computational convenience all the synaptic 
contacts between one LGN cell (ON or OFF) and cortical 
cell are lumped together and are represented by a single 

quantity i.e. synaptic strength. The value of the synaptic 
strength at time t between LGN cell i in sheet labeled “ON” 
are cortical cell is described by its peak synaptic 

conductance gi
ON (t). Similarly the synaptic strength between 

LGN cell i in sheet labeled “OFF” and cortical cell is given 

Figure 1: The pathway of ON/OFF channel, 

different randomly generated input activity to the 
13X13 ON/OFF centre cell 
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by gi
OFF (t). The synaptic strength of the feed forward 

connection between LGN cell and cortical cell is considered 
to be modifiable. An integrate-and-fire neuron model 

describes each of the cortical cells. The membrane potential 
of the integrate-and-fire model neuron of the cortical cell 
then changes according to 

𝑚
𝑑𝑉

𝑑𝑡
=  𝑉𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑡 −  𝑉 𝑡 +  𝐺𝑒𝑥 𝑡  𝐸𝑒𝑥 −  𝑉 𝑡  +  𝐺𝑖𝑛(𝐸𝑖𝑛 −𝑉)  

With𝑚 = 20𝑚𝑠, 𝑉𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑡 = −70𝑚𝑉 𝑎𝑛𝑑  

𝐸𝑖𝑛 = −70𝑚𝑉. Eex is the reverse potential for the 

excitatory synapses, Ein is reverse potential for inhibitory 
synapses and V(t) is the membrane potential at time step t of 
the cortical cell in the cortical sheet. When the membrane 
potential of the neuron reaches the threshold value of -
54mV, the neuron fires an action potential and subsequently 
membrane potential is reset to -60mV. 

Whenever a particular ON (and OFF) type of LGN cell fires, 
the corresponding peak synaptic conductance contributes 
towards the value of excitatory synaptic conductance (Gex): 

𝐺𝑒𝑥 𝑡 + 1 =  𝐺𝑒𝑥 𝑡 +   𝑔
𝑖
𝑂𝑁 𝑡 .𝐴𝑖

𝑂𝑁(𝑡)
𝑀

𝑖

+   𝑔
𝑖
𝑂𝐹𝐹 𝑡 .𝐴𝑖

𝑂𝐹𝐹(𝑡)
𝑀

𝑖

 

Here M is the total number of ON (and OFF) type LGN cells 

connected to a particular cortical cell. Locking onto the 
above equation we can see that only activate presynaptic cell 
are contributing toward the increase of the value of 
excitatory synaptic conductance. During the time dt when 
there is no presynaptic activity this synaptic conductance 
decays exponentially. 

𝑒𝑥
𝑑𝐺𝑒𝑥

𝑑𝑡
= −𝐺𝑒𝑥   𝐻𝑒𝑟𝑒 𝑒𝑥 = 5𝑚 

AiON(t) and AiOFF(t) are defines as the defined as the 
activity at time t of the ON type and OFF type LGN cells at 
location i respectively. 

The model is based on a Spike-Timing Dependent Plasticity 

rule in which a function F(t) determines the amount of 

synaptic modification arising from a single pair of pre- and 

post synaptic spikes separated by a time t. The function 
shown in figure 2:  

𝐹 𝑡 =  
𝐴+exp(𝑡/+)          𝑖𝑓 𝑡 < 0 
−𝐴−exp(𝑡/−)      𝑖𝑓 𝑡 > 0

  

All value used for model are listed in the table 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Standard Parameters for STDP  

 
S.No PARAMETER SYMBOL OPT. 

VALUE 

1 Number of iterations   T 2700000 

2 Number of input synapses    

 Excitatory synapses(for ON 

and OFF center) 

nSe 169*2 

 Inhibitory synapses nSi 0 

3 Spread rho 1.54 

4 Conductance -Excitatory 

synapses 

gampa 0.015 

5 Time constants   

 For total excitatory synaptic 

conductance 

tampa 5ms 

 For membrane potential tm 20ms 

 For parameter Pa tap 20ms 

 For parameter  M tam 20ms 

6 Correlation Factor h 0.22 

7 Incremental Factor on arrival 

of action potential at a 

synapse ( For Pa) 

A+ (Ap) 0.005 

8 Detrimental factor (for M), 

every time post synaptic 

neuron fires an action 

potential 

A- (Am) 1.05*Ap 

9 Potentials   

 Threshold Potential Xth -54mV 

 Inhibitory synaptic potential Ecl(𝐸𝑖𝑛) -70mV 

 Resting Potential E1(𝑉𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑡) -70mV 

 Excitatory synaptic potential Eampa 0mV 

 Membrane reset potential Xrest  -60mV 

 

 

Figure 2: The STDP modification function. The change of the 

peak conductance at a synapse due to a single pre- and 

postsynaptic action potential pair is F (Δt) times the maximum 

value 𝐠max with Δt the time of the presynaptic spike minus 

the time of the postsynaptic spike. In this figure, F is expressed 

as a percentage. 
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4. WEIGHT NORMALIZATION 
The implementation of the weight normalization is explained 

below: 

4.1 Subtractive normalization 
At the starting of iteration we calculate the sum of all 
synaptic weights for ON and OFF LGNs and after updating 
of synaptic weight we also calculate the sum of all synaptic 

weights for ON and OFF LGNs.  Subtractive normalization 
factor (sn) is calculated as  

𝑠𝑛 =
 𝑤𝑗

𝑛
𝑗=1 − 𝑤𝑗−1

𝑛
𝑗=1

𝑛
 

Where i is ith iteration, wj is the weight of jth connection 
and n is total number of ON and OFF connection synaptic 
weight. All ON and OFF synaptic weights are normalized 
(by subtracting sn from all synaptic weights) as:  

𝑤𝑗 = 𝑤𝑗 − 𝑠𝑛 

Subtractive normalization is combined with hard bounds 

0 ≤ wj ≤ wmax in order to avoid runaway of individual 

weights. 

4.2 Multiplicative Normalization 
For the implementation of multiplicative normalization, we 
calculate a multiplication normalization factor as 

𝑚𝑛 =
 𝑤𝑗−1

𝑛
𝑗=1

 𝑤𝑗
𝑛
𝑗=1

 

Now all the weights are re-scaled as: 

𝑤𝑗 = 𝑤𝑗 ∗𝑚𝑛 

 

 

 

5. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS 
The random numbers are stored in a separate data file. This 
file is using to generate the input activity for the ON and 
OFF centre cell. All random numbers are range from 0 to 1as 
shown in figure 3.  

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4(a) shows the segregation of RF for STDP method 
without normalization .Though we obtained the segregation 
of RF but it is clear that they are not in good shape as par the 

previous research papers.  

When we apply normalization technique (Subtractive and 
Multiplicative) then we obtained the segregation of RF with 
good   shape as shown in figure 4(b). We also developed the 
receptive field for different input activity. 

Figure 5: Receptive Field is Segregated for the different 

input activity, using STDP method with normalization, the 

value of correlation factor (h=0.22) 

 

 

Figure 4(b): Segregation of Receptive Field using STDP 

method with normalization, the value of correlation factor 

(h=0.22) 

 

 

Figure 4(a): Segregation of Receptive Field using STDP 

method without normalization, the value of correlation 

factor (h=0.22) 

 

Figure 3: Random numbers for 270000 iterations of input 

activity and range from 0 to 1. Only 1000 random numbers 

are shown in the figure. 
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In the figure 4 and figure 5, the receptive field developed for 
different input activities. We also vary correlations factor (h) 
from 0.16 to 0.5. For correlations factor (h=0.25), segregated 
receptive field is developed in more than two part as shown 
in figure 6 (taken same input activity as in figure 4). For 

correlations factor (h=0.27), distributed segregated receptive 
field is developed as shown in figure 7 (taken same input 
activity as in figure 4). This is analysis that the receptive 
field developed with the normalization in appropriate shape. 

 

 

 

 

6. DISCUSSION 
However, there is no evidence present for normalization of 
synaptic weight in the biological system, even though we 

used normalization technique in STDP model. STDP model 
is more realistic as compare to BCM and other models 
because STDP model is more near to biological system 
where as BCM model is basically a mathematical model. 

The correlation factor (h) varies from 0.1 to 0.5 and it is 
analyzed that there is no segregation of RF, if the value of h 
is greater than 0.27 and less than 0.1. The same size of two 
receptive field is developed with h=0.22. 

The model executed for 10 different input activities and this 
is found that after the segregation of receptive field, more 
than 30 connections are available for ON and OFF centers. 

7. REFERENCE 
[1] Ann B Lee, Brian Blais, Harel Z Shouvel and Leon N 

Cooper, “Statistics of lateral genculate nucleus (LGN) 
activity determine the segregation of ON/OFF subfields 
for simple cell in visual cortex” PNAS vol. 97 no. 23 
pp. 12875-12879, November 7, 2000. 

[2] Leuba G, Kraftsik R, “Visual cortex in Alzheimer's 
disease: occurrence of neuronal death and glial 
proliferation, and correlation with pathological 
hallmarks”, 1994, Neurobiology of aging, 15(1):29-43. 

[3] Hebb, D. O. (1949). “Organization of Behavior: a 
Neuropsychological Theory”. New York: John Wiley. 

[4] Song S, Miller KD, Abbott LF (September 2000). 
"Competitive Hebbian learning through spike-timing-
dependent synaptic plasticity". Nat. Neurosci. 3 (9): 
919–26. 

[5] Jose-Manuel, “Construction of Complex Receptive 
Fields in Cat Primary Visual Cortex”, Alonso 

Department of Psychology University of Connecticut 
Storrs, Connecticut Volume 8, Number 5, 2002. 

[6] Terje Lømo (2003). "The discovery of long-term 
potentiation". Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci 358 
(1432): 617–20. 

[7] Geoffrey J. Goodhill, “Topography And Ocular 
Dominance: A Model Exploring Positive Correlations”, 
1993, Biological Cybernetics, 69, 109-118. 

[8] Hughes, John R, "Post-tetanic Potentiation". 
Physiological Reviews, 1958, 38 (1): 91–113. 

[9] Díaz-Ríos M, Miller MW (June 2006). "Target-specific 
regulation of synaptic efficacy in the feeding central 
pattern generator of Aplysia: potential substrates for 
behavioral plasticity?". Biol. Bull. 210 (3): 215–29. 

[10] Xin Wang, Yichun Wei, Vishal Vaingankar, Qingbo 
Wang, Kilian Koepsell, Friedrich T. Sommer, and 
Judith A. “Feedforward Excitation and Inhibition Evoke 

Dual Modes of Firing in the Cat's Visual Thalamus 
during Naturalistic Viewing” Hirsch Neuron. 2007 
August 2; 55(3): 465–478. 

[11] Daniel A. Butts, Patrick O. Kanold, “The applicability 
of spike time dependent plasticity to development”, 
Frontier in Synaptic Neuroscience,19 July 2010, doi: 
10.3389/fnsyn. 

[12] Javier Ropero, Ademar “A Computational model of 

synaptic strength  multiplicative scaling”, July 22-25 
2001, Orlando (Florida) . Vol. 10 page 359-364. 

[13] Bliss TV, Collingridge GL (January 1993). "A synaptic 
model of memory: long-term potentiation in the 
hippocampus". Nature 361 (6407): 31–39. 

[14] C. Charles Law and Leon N Cooper, “Formation of 
receptive fields in realistic visual environments 
according to the Beinenstock, Cooper, and Munro 

(BCM) theory” Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., USA vol. 91 
pp.7797-7801 August 1994. 

[15] Palmer LA, Davis TL. 1981. “Receptive-field structure 
in cat striate cortex”. J Neurophysiol 46:260–76. 

[16] Hubel DH, Wiesel TN. 1962. “Receptive fields, 
binocular interaction and functional architecture in the 
cat’s visual cortex”. J Physiol 160:106–54. 

Figure 7: Segregation of Receptive Field using STDP 

method with normalization, the value of correlation factor 

(h=0.27), taken same input activity as in the figure 4. 

 

Figure 6: Segregation of Receptive Field using STDP method 

with normalization, the value of correlation factor (h=0.25), 

taken same input activity as in the figure 4. 

 

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?tool=pubmed&pubmedid=12740104
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?tool=pubmed&pubmedid=12740104
http://www.biolbull.org/cgi/pmidlookup?view=long&pmid=16801496
http://www.biolbull.org/cgi/pmidlookup?view=long&pmid=16801496
http://www.biolbull.org/cgi/pmidlookup?view=long&pmid=16801496
http://www.biolbull.org/cgi/pmidlookup?view=long&pmid=16801496


Special Issue of International Journal of Computer Applications (0975 – 8887)  
on Electronics, Information and Communication Engineering - ICEICE No.4, Dec 2011 

18 

[17] Reid RC, Alonso JM. 1995. “Specificity of 
monosynaptic connections from thalamus to visual 
cortex”. Nature 378:281-4. 

[18] Elie L Bienenestock, Leon N Cooper and Paul W 
Munro, “Theory for the development of neuron 

selectivity: orientation specificity and binocular 
interaction in visual cortex” Journal of Neuroscience, 
vol. 2, no. 1, pp.32-48, January 1982. 

[19] Ed Erwin and Kenneth D. Miller, “Correlation-Based 
Development of Ocularly Matched Orientation and 
Ocular Dominance Maps: Determination of Required 
Input Activities”, the Journal of Neuroscience, 
December 1, 1998, 18(23):9870–9895. 

[20] Elgersma Y, Silva AJ., “Molecular mechanisms of 
synaptic plasticity and memory”, Curr Opin Neurobiol, 
1999, 9:209–13. 

[21] Kirkwood A, Rioult MC amd Bear MF, “Experience 
dependent modification of synaptic plasticity in visual 
cortex” Nature 381, pp. 526-528, 1996. 

[22] Chapman B, Zahs KR, Stryker MP. 1991. Relation of 
cortical cell orientation selectivity to alignment of 

receptive fields of the geniculocortical afferents that 
arborize within a single orientation column in ferret 
visual cortex. J Neurosci 11:1347–58. 

[23] Gilbert CD, Wiesel TN. 1992. ”Receptive field 
dynamics in adult primary visual cortex”. Nature 
356:150–2. 

[24] Law, C. & Cooper, L. (1994) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 
USA 91, 7797–7801. 

 


